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CHRISTMAS ALL YEAR

During our recent visit to Naples we stayed in the old part of the city with narrow
cobbled streets and lots of small shops. Our apartment was on Via San Gregorio
Armeno and every morning we encountered the bustle of the people setting up
stalls selling Christmas decorations. This area is the part of the city where the
decorations have traditionally been made. We saw glass cases full of models of
wise men, cows, sheep, Mary and the baby Jesus lying in the straw. Many of these
clay models, made in the street workshops, reflected the style of the old Italian
renaissance paintings; halos were very prominent. Also the place where we were
staying made large 3ft x 4ft (and bigger) cork and wooden scenes showing rooms
with steps and gardens with trees in which the figures could be arranged. The
displays suggested that every home should have one! This was the local industry
and I’m sure that the artisans worked most of the year to ensure continuity of
Christmas supply. I wondered what it would be like to be crafting and handling
Christmas everyday of the year.

What caught my attention in particular were the various ways the features of Jesus
were portrayed: sometimes smiling with bright red lips at other times with hazy
blue, somewhat distant-looking eyes and mostly with yellow curly hair. The body
was often naked, arms wide open and looking very vulnerable. But, on the whole,
the figurines were not appealing to me, having an unreal, other-worldly quality and
I resisted the temptation to buy anything. Others, however, did buy long, bright red,
Neapolitan, chilli peppers that could be used as Christmas tree decorations! I shall
have to make do for another year with the figures lovingly stored away each year,
made out of stiff paper, cotton wool and pipe cleaners assembled by our sons when
they were younger to be placed in a cardboard stable.

Recently I stumbled upon this poem by Howard Thurman ….

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and the princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
Then the work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal those broken in spirit,
To feed the hungry,
To release the oppressed,
To rebuild the nations,
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To bring peace among all peoples,
To make a little music with the heart.

…. and I wondered that perhaps after all in some small way I was handling
Christmas all year round. How about you?

May this Christmas be a happy time of celebration and blessing for you, and for
your relatives and neighbours. I also look forward to a hopeful 2008 when the
manifesto announced by the angels, by Jesus himself and in Thurman’s poem may
become a living reality in our own lives and in the life of our churches.

Happy Christmas to you all and a Fulfilling New Year

Bob Day

INVITATION TO RUTH DILLON’S INDUCTION

Chorlton Central and Wilbraham St Ninian’s are delighted that the Rev. Ruth
Dillon has accepted the call to the pastorate of Chorlton and Didsbury and will be
joining us in the New Year. She, her husband Chris, and daughter Katharine have
been to look at the two manses and have chosen to live in Chorltonville. The
service of induction will take place on Sunday February 3, probably at Wilbraham
St Ninian’s at 2.30 p.m. More precise details will become available later. Although
Ruth will not be a minister of the S.W. Manchester Group, we invite friends from
the Group churches to join with us at Grosvenor St. Aidan’s on that day.

Kate Grand and Kath Lacy

NEXT NEWSROUND

The next issue of Newsround will be out on Sunday January 27. Copy is therefore
needed by teatime on Tuesday January 15 at the latest. Copy may be send by e-
mail or in a Microsoft Word attachment. Please send any photographs separately
from the text of articles. Please note that my e-mail address will have changed
by then, and so please check with me before you send any contributions.

Roger Tomes
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WORSHIP IN A CHANGING WORLD

Those who are getting on in years generally have no great problem with the hymn-
sandwich type of service, but clearly it does not appeal to others we wish to attract.
The changes taking place in the world at large are challenging what goes on in the
churches. The inter-active and participative nature of presentations in education
and the media is finding its way into services in some churches. The decline of
community singing in our communities and in schools is making hymn singing a
problem for the churches. I did a service in a crematorium the other day and was
distressed at the poor singing notwithstanding the large congregation.

The training day for worship leaders held at Heald Green URC on October 20 was
a very helpful experience for the thirty-six persons present. It was organised by the
South District Lay Preachers’ Association. The Rev. Mike Walsh and the Rev.
Kate Gray stimulated our thinking. We looked at how the changes taking place in
society are impacting on the churches and the role of worship leaders. The
challenge facing us is clearly more than a matter of what we do on Sunday
mornings. We are faced with the task of rethinking what being the church means
today. We heard about experiments being tried in many places today. I was struck
by the 3C interest groups being run by a group of churches in Stockport Art
Gallery as a way of reaching people who are not ready to cross the threshold of our
churches and stand up with a hymn book in their hands and listen to a monologue
for half an hour. The Café Unity which is making very useful contacts with the
young and not so young in Heald Green is also feeling its way towards organising a
new form of worship on the premises. The café is staffed by volunteers from the
local churches. Its computer facility upstairs is also attracting people. Mission takes
many forms these days.

This is still a time of experimentation, but what we agreed is that there is no single
blue print for the church and for its worship. Local groups need to work on the
needs they identify and the opportunities that open to them. Imagination and the
willingness to experiment are essential. The question is: Are we willing to try new
possibilities so that the church and Christian worship will appeal to the coming
generation?

Jack McKelvey

SYNOD MEETS AT TRINITY HALE, ALTRINCHAM

After church members from Mozambique and Nigeria, new ministers and first-
time-attenders had all been greeted, and thoughtful worship had been offered, the
day's formal business began in a tangible atmosphere of warmth and goodwill. That
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business ran smoothly for the rest of the day. No word of contention was
expressed. In fact, our new Moderator, the Rev. Richard Church, eventually asked
us if we would promise always to be like that!

The Church is involved in some very intricate business just now. Take finances, for
instance. As we often say in ordinary conversation, ‘If it's not one thing, it's
another!’; and that describes the present situation to a 'T'! Changes in the charities
legislation; dramatic fluctuations in the stock market; rises in costs; downturns in
membership numbers; and no further known instances of manses to be sold: all
these have conspired. It is no wonder, then, that it has been possible to draw up
only a draft forecast budget for 2008.

Two other issues stood out in terms of importance. First was the absolute necessity
for churches to follow the URC official procedure regarding letting their premises.
Second was the need to comply with the newly-drawn-up URC policy for
arranging Lay Presidency at Holy Communion.

Three of the day's events were particularly memorable.

A short presentation drew attention to the centenary of Scouting during the present
year and emphasised that local Scout groups, whether or not linked with a church,
presented an opportunity for mission, as the Scout Promise still stresses doing one's
duty to God. Another presentation outlined the URC's programme Vision4Life,
detailing topics to be given special prominence during the next three years. Finally,
the Rev. Shou-Hui Chung projected photographs illustrating her work at St. Peter's
Church and Chaplaincy in Manchester, after which the Manchester Mandarin SCM
Choir, to guitar accompaniment, sang religious songs, first in Chinese then in
English. The performance provided a delightful climax to a thoroughly interesting
day.

The Rev. Ruth Wollaston drew the meeting to a close with votes of thanks, then
invited the Synod to meet on March 15, 2008, at her church in Bury. This will offer
a fairly rare chance to see a recent and interesting example of church design; but I
was surprised that our church people would again be meeting in the southern part
of an area that nowadays includes the whole of Cumbria.

Margaret Edwards

(Lately of Fulwood URC, Preston; she and her husband, Ben, are shortly to
become members of Wilbraham St Ninian’s)
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

Christmas is one of the few events in the life of the world which is appreciated by
millions, even if they offer no service at all to the Christian faith. Apart from the
Islamic and Buddhist quarters of the world, people welcome the breather of
Christmas and the kindly spirit it evokes amidst the drab realities of day-to-day life.

In a world choc-a-bloc full of people who are out to earn as much money and gain
as much power as they possibly can by almost any means, Christmas does come as
a healthy reminder of the simpler things of life. It also serves to remind us that
whilst we grasp after money and security, there is a great deal of pleasure to be
obtained out of giving. Don’t let’s hide the fact that to be able to give somebody
else a jolly nice present gives an immense thrill to the giver as well as to the
recipient.

Christmas, we know, is decked around with a hack of a lot of sugary sentiment,
jingle bells and paper decorations, but some of these are necessary to get people in
the right mood.

At Christmas we think of other people. What kind of present would they like?
Having bought it, let’s give it in a gracious manner. I am sure the wise men who
came to Bethlehem displayed their treasures for the sparkling eye of the child in an
almost grandiose manner.

As for the Christmas cards … it would be all too easy to be cynical about these and
say, ‘They are only sending me one because I sent them one,’ or, ‘They are only
sending me one to get one in first.’ Let’s take it as a pleasurable reminder that we
have friends who wish us well and at this time of the year desire to remind us of
their fellowship with us.

Above all, the Divine Architect of the universe has a Christmas wish for us – clear
and unmistakable. He has beamed that message to us by becoming an incarnate
human creature, taking on our frail form himself. He is trying to get through to us
that he cares about this created order and wants to reason with us. Let us take time
out from our work and incessant television to enter a building dedicated to him.
There we can listen to the voice of God to us.

Eli Chinook
Trinity Community Church
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MOSS SIDE MANIFESTO

We’re supporting it … Could you?

On Remembrance Sunday, in a service led by Bob, Trinity Community Church
were read a letter from a Minister in Crieff in Scotland to a young man who had
gone off to fight in the War. This led us to think about significant letters we had
received in the past and how our lives had been affected by them. We were then
asked to reflect on the following poem:

WASHDAY

Gather up your children worn and weary,
Wash our soiled hearts of hate and greed.
Air our minds when all we crave is power.
Dry our tears when all we have is need.
Press this crumpled world back into shape, Lord,
Iron out the creases of our souls.
Gently fold each race and every nation
And darn with peace those places war's made holes.
Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord,
Then shall weapons of war clatter to the ground and battlefields
  become oases.
Then shall fists clenched in fury become open hands, touching and
  healing.
Then shall arms, pinned down by the pain of the past, lift little
  children on to their shoulders.
Then shall minds plagued by fear know the joy of trusting
  another's voice.
Then shall hearts consumed by hatred fling open their windows to
  new beginnings, new hope and new friendships.
Then shall bodies crushed in the dust and filth of war, rise up,
  stretch out and leap like new born lambs.
Come let us walk in the light of the Lord
And watch the world uncurl.
Lynn Chitty

This resource is taken from www.rootsontheweb.com
and is copyright © Roots for Churches Ltd 2007.
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The poem struck a chord in the hearts of many and, at first, led to an interesting
discussion on the joys of washboards, dolly tubs and clean beds with fresh crisp
sheets! The first two verses made us think of all those things that we do for one
another, with love, in our various relationships with friends and family. But Bob
then showed us the cover of an edition of the Manchester Evening News which was
filled from top to bottom and edge to edge with pictures of the young people who
had died as a result of gun and knife crime and gang-related incidents over the last
few years. It was grim and moving to see so many young faces making the
headlines for such tragic reasons! And so our thinking moved on – who could we
write to on this most important of issues? Could we do something with love, as a
church, which would make a difference to the families of those young people and
to our community? Some people had seen an exciting and poignant report on the
television about the creation of the ‘Moss Side Manifesto’. This was put together
by a group of thirteen-year-old boys from six different schools in South
Manchester. They worked with and were encouraged by workers from the Urbis
Education Centre with support from the Hideaway. It shows their priorities for
their communities in their words. There was a copy upstairs in the Hideaway
Office … so if you haven’t already seen it we would like to share it with you!

RECLAIM

MOSS SIDE MANIFESTO

·  Don’t let killers get away with the crimes.
·  It doesn’t matter what colour you are, or what area you’re from, we’re
all human.
·  Treat others as you want to be treated.
·  Don’t carry things you don’t want to be used against you.
·  Don’t let crime take over our streets.
·  Drop the guns and pick up the books.
·  Give the children in the community a voice.
·  Put your hood down sometimes and smile.

Work as one and RECLAIM our area

We have put together the beginnings of a letter which we will send to the young
people themselves, the papers, the Hideaway, Gordon Brown, Tony Lloyd and
anyone else we can think of, to show our solidarity with and support for these
youngsters, who show such resolve and purpose and are determined to reclaim



	


Moss Side and their community for their futures. They have walked the streets of
Moss Side with their posters, persuading businesses and families to display a copy
of their manifesto. They want to get the message of their determination and hope
for the future across to as many people and organisations as possible. We are going
to support them in this important step forward – could you? If you would like to
find out more and offer support to these resolute young people you can contact
Alistair Cox, Councillor for Moss Side and a member of Trinity Community
Church. Together, we could make a difference!

Carolyn Davis

THE SWEET SINGER OF METHODISM

Methodists are very conscientious about celebrating the significant anniversaries of
their founders, John and Charles Wesley. In 1988 it was the 250th anniversary of
their conversion; in 2003 the 300th anniversary of John Wesley’s birth; and this
year the 300th anniversary of Charles Wesley’s birth. He was actually born on
December 18, 1707, and so this is a fitting month for those of us developing closer
relations with our local Methodist churches to learn something about him.

Charles Wesley is known above all as a hymn writer, He responded to nearly every
experience or circumstance by writing a hymn. He wrote in shorthand on
horseback during his travels (and sometimes fell off). He wrote other poetry as
well. Unlike his brother, he had a very happy marriage, and did some of his
courting in verse. When he was away in Ireland he sent Sarah Gwynne a poem that
began:

Two are better far than one,
  For counsel or for fight!
How can one be warm alone
  Or serve his God aright?

This was later adapted as a hymn ‘For the Society meeting’.

Some of Charles Wesley’s hymns are sung only by Methodists and have never
found their way into other hymn books. ‘Where shall my wondering soul begin?’
(Hymns & Psalms 706) is thought to be the hymn he wrote immediately after his
conversion. ‘And are we yet alive?’ (H & S 707) has always been sung at the
opening of the annual Methodist Conference. ‘Come, let us use the grace divine’
(H & S 649) is traditionally used at the Covenant service. Some hymns not



		

associated with any particular occasion stress beliefs that the Wesleys held very
strongly: ‘Father, whose everlasting love’ (H & S 520) declares that Christ died for
all (some Christians at the time held that he died only for the predestined elect),
and ‘Behold the servant of the Lord’ (H & S 788) expresses the hope of reaching
‘full perfection’ in this life (though I suspect its present appeal owes more to its
tune, adapted from Mozart’s The Magic Flute).

Other hymns of course have become the common property of Christians: ‘Love
divine, all loves excelling’ (they must sing it to ‘Blaenwern’ in heaven); ‘O for a
thousand tongues to sing’ (which Wesley wrote for the first anniversary of his
conversion: he preceded the verses we sing with verses which told how ‘My
second, real, living life / I then began to live’); ‘O thou who camest from above’
(now happily married to his grandson’s tune ‘Hereford’); ‘Christ, from whom all
blessings flow’ (which captures the ecumenical spirit); ‘Christ, whose glory fills
the skies’ (which brings us to life on Sunday mornings); and ‘Forth in thy name, O
Lord, I go’ (just right for when we are about to leave worship to go back to daily
life).

Charles Wesley wrote a number of enduring seasonal hymns: ‘Christ the Lord is
risen today’ is so much more powerful than ‘Jesus Christ is risen today’, which
Anglicans sing to the ‘Easter Hymn’ tune. In 1744 he published eighteen Hymns
for the Nativity of our Lord, but, strangely, his most famous Christmas hymn,
‘Hark, the herald angels sing’ is not among them, although it had been written
several years before. Perhaps the original opening line, ‘Hark, how all the welkin
rings’, put people off, and it was not until George Whitefield altered it in his hymn
book in 1753 that it became more acceptable. ‘Come thou long-expected Jesus’ is
the best known hymn in the 1744 collection, and three others have survived into
Hymns & Psalms (101, 109, 400). Wesley’s great theme is the wonder of the
Incarnation:

See th’ eternal Son of God
  A mortal son of man,
Dwelling in an earthly clod
  Whom heaven cannot contain!

Our God contracted to a span,
Incomprehensibly made man.

For this Jesus had to ‘lay his glory by’; he is born ‘Emptied of his majesty, Of his
dazzling glories shorn.’ The Incarnation is beyond human comprehension, but
unmistakably an act of grace and love:



	�

Unsearchable the love
  That hath the Saviour bought,
The grace is far above
  Or men or angels thought.

And it is for all nations: Jesus is ‘an universal Saviour’, ‘the joy of every nation’,
and Wesley expresses the longing that all might receive

The new-born Prince of Peace,
     And meekly in his Spirit live,
And in his love increase!

Charles Wesley rarely paraphrases whole passages of scripture in his hymns, but
nearly every line adopts some phrase or idea from the Bible. References to sixteen
widely separated passages have been detected in ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’
for example. This is the language with which he interprets his experience of
conversion and living the Christian life. And he is excited by it, astonished at what
has happened to him. His hymns are full of wondering questions: ‘Where shall my
wondering soul begin?, ‘And can it be that I should gain An interest in the
Saviour’s blood?, ‘Where, O death, is now thy sting? … Where’s thy victory,
boasting grave?’, ‘Art thou the man who died for me?’ If you are looking for
hymns on the social implications of the gospel, you may not find many Wesley
hymns that will serve. But if you want hymns to help you recapture the excitement
of being a Christian, Charles Wesley is your man.

Roger Tomes

READINGS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY

December  2 Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

December  9 Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

December 16 Isaiah 35:1-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11
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December 23 Isaiah 7:10-16
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

December 30 Isaiah 63:7-9
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23

January  6 Isaiah 60:1-16
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

January 13 Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

January 20 Isaiah 49:1-7
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

January 27 Isaiah 9:1-4
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

THE PASSING OF TIME

My body is an engine that used to work so well
With muscles primed and springy joints
And voice just like a bell;
Two eyes that shone with happiness
And heart that beat so brave;
But then it seemed an aeon stood
Between me and the grave.
Now as the years of youth are fled
And middle age is past,
My engine isn’t working well –
I don’t think it will last.
With muscles stiff and joints seized up
And eyes that don’t see clear,
All seem to say ‘Hang on and pray –
You’ll last another year.’

Nancy Farrall



	�

CHORLTON CENTRAL

Last month we reported on the service when Andrea and Alma were received into
membership. Both have agreed to share with a wider audience what they said at
that service.

Andrea’s statement. I was brought up in Christian family and for as long as I can
remember I’ve had an awareness that there’s a spiritual side to who I am. I went to
a Methodist church in Congleton, from which Dianne has come today. I’m still a
member there, and as both my parents’ ashes are scattered there, it seems important
for me to stay connected to it, so I’m going for dual membership. I was also part of
a church-based youth group in Congleton, where the leader encouraged questioning
as an important part of working out our faith.

At university I was involved in a much more evangelical Christian Union, and later
went to an evangelical church in Bolton. I never felt I fitted into that tradition, with
its emphasis on very clear cut right and wrong and on personal decision making.  It
didn’t really fit with my own life experience.

I really struggled. I had a bit of a crisis of faith after a friend of mine, who was gay,
committed suicide, and I left the church. I couldn’t read the Bible or pray, and I felt
I couldn’t be authentic in that setting. But I was still searching and still very much
aware of my own spiritual need.

Eventually I ended up in a Quaker Meeting House, where I was able to reconnect
with people who were searching and questioning, and trying to relate their faith to
the complexities and paradoxes of life.

Five and a half years ago I got a job in Salford and moved to Sandy Lane in
Chorlton.  I came along to Central and have never left! On my first Sunday here I
remember going to the church meeting and being excited by the deep questioning
and thoughtfulness of the discussions, and was impressed by the respect shown to
people’s differences, whether differences of opinion, belief, culture, disability,
gender or sexuality.

Since then I’ve become more involved and it feels right now to show my
commitment to you all by becoming a member, as a sign that we’re journeying
together.  My faith journey has taken me to many different denominations:
Methodist; Baptist; Church of Scotland; Scottish Episcopal; Church of England;
Quaker, and now Baptist/URC. The denomination isn’t really important to me:
what matters is being part of this community in a way that still enables me to be
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myself, with all my doubts, fears, questions and struggles, as well my joys,
creativity and the more “positive” aspects of my being.

That’s why I’ve chosen the hymn ‘Take This Moment, Sign and Space’, which I
feel engages with the importance of remaining authentic to who we are, while at
the same time bringing all that we are to God as we journey onwards.

Alma’s statement. I feel as though I’ve come such a long way in such a short
time!

Three years ago, I discovered my faith. I suspect it wasn’t actually lost and God
was just waiting in the wings, pulling me in a direction God wanted me to follow
all along.

I’ve had a Christian upbringing following the Methodist tradition and, as a teenager
who’d started to question everything, left my religion behind.

I found my faith briefly when I was in crisis in my twenties but it wasn’t until my
friend Trish reintroduced me to Christianity via Holy Innocents Anglican Church
in Fallowfield that I started looking for God again. But really I suppose I saw the
light when I stumbled across the Metropolitan Community Church in Manchester. I
felt I could be myself there and experienced the true love God has for me, no holds
barred!

Of course shortly after that I met Jan, whose love for Chorlton Central and the
URC is no secret, and she introduced me to this powerful community. So, although
I share my commitment between Central and MCC Manchester I have found there
is no conflict. MCC may have my heart, but Chorlton Central encompasses my
politics.  I’ve heard some sermons here that would have me reaching for my banner
and marching on Downing Street – something I’ve not done for twenty years!

I’ve become involved in two very exciting projects: the Training for Learning and
Service (TLS) course, which is deepening my knowledge of God, and the emerging
Café Church at TomToms here in Chorlton. It seems to be going from strength to
strength and I hope my small contribution will help spread the gospel and the God-
given justice that I truly believe in, throughout the community.

Women’s Aid Gift Service. As usual we are holding a Gift Service in support of
Women’s Aid. We need toys, books, gifts for the mothers and gifts of money.
These are very much appreciated by the women and children, who have suffered
domestic violence, and the workers, who do so much to try to make Christmas a
joyful time for them.

One World Week A big thank you to Sally Ferris, Rachel Hockey, Mel Hall and
all the children for a wonderful One World Week service on November 28. In a
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creative and entertaining way they encouraged us to be thankful for God’s creation
and challenged us to find new ways of caring for our planet.

DATES
Early Morning Reflections will be taking place at C entral

each Friday in Advent at 7.15 a.m. followed by
breakfast at 7.45 a.m. ALL ARE WELCOME!

Wed Nov 28 8.00 p.m. at 3 Manor Avenue. Planning for  café
church in December, review of previous events and
theme setting for the New Year

Sat Dec  1 10.30-12.00 ‘A Foretaste of Christmas’: a  coffee
morning with mince pies, mulled (non-alcoholic)
wine and a Christmas stall, with music by
Duodecimo, at Chorlton Methodist Church

Wed      5 7.30 p.m. Joint Elders’ and Deacons’ Soci al for
GSA, WSN and Central at 10 Chandos Road South

Thu      6 7.30 p.m. Deacons’ meeting. Venue to be d ecided.
Sun      9  10.45 a.m. Gift Service for Women’s Aid
Wed     12 8.00–9.00 Taizé Hour – feel free to drop in
Wed     19 8.00–9.30 Café church event. Venue to be

arranged.
Sun     23 6.00 Christingle Service
Mon     24 11.30 Christmas Eve Communion Service at

Wilbraham St Ninian’s
Tue     25 10.45 Christmas Morning Service at Centr al
Sun     30 10.45 a.m. Joint Group and ecumenical ser vice at

Wilbraham St Ninian’s
Sun Jan  6 10.30 Covenant Service with the Methodist s and

Wilbraham St Ninian’s at Manley Park
Wed      9  8.00–9.00 Taizé Hour
Sun     27 Church Meeting over working lunch

ROBY

Flower Fund. We would like to thank everybody who donated money or flowers
over the last twelve months. There are still empty dates for anyone who would like
to contribute to the church flowers. Please see Pauline Hinchliffe.

Christmas Fair. On December 8 we will be having our Christmas Fair, from 2.00
p.m. Donations to any of the stalls will be appreciated. There will be a tombola,
cake stall, book stall, bric-a-brac, hot mince pies… Please come along – any help
with the stalls will be very welcome.
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We would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and hope you get all you wish
for. And we wish you a Happy New Year when January comes.

DATES
Sun Dec  2 11.00 Communion Service. Server: Carol By ron
Sat      8 2.00 Christmas Fair
Sun     16 11.00 All age worship led by the worship group
Sun     23 11.00 Carol Service (not 3.00 as in previ ous

years
Sun     30 10.45 Group Service at Wilbraham St Ninia n’s
Sun Jan  6 11.00 Communion Service. Server: Margaret  Yusuf
Tue      8  8.00 (note new time) Church Meeting at home of

Rene and Angelica Botsoe. Thanks to Rene and
Angelica for their hospitality over the past
year.

Tue     15 Prayer Evening at St Agnes’

ROTAS
December
Duty Elder: Pauline Hinchliffe
Junior Church: Carol Byron

January
Duty Elder: Carol Byron
Junior Church: Pauline Hinchliffe

FLOWERS
December  2 Pauline, Patricia, Peter and Carol in

memory of Mum – Joyce Thompson
          9 Marjorie
         16 Flower Fund
         23 Carol Byron for Zoë’s birthday

January   6 Flower Fund
13 Flower Fund
20 Flower Fund
27 Gwen Tyrer
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TRINITY COMMUNITY CHURCH

There is no news yet about the Chorlton Road building and we are hoping that the
sale of Ayton Court will not hold things up further! Because of this, there will be
no Carol Evening at Ayton Court this year – a break in a tradition which has taken
place every year since the flats were built on the site of the old Chorlton Road
Church and named after Mollie Ayton, the Church Secretary for many years.

We send greetings for Christmas and New Year to all our friends in the Group and
would assure them that Trinity still feels very much part of the Group along with
Roby. The strong bond between us still continues.

We are delighted that the Chorlton churches have called Ruth Dillon to work with
them and Grosvenor St. Aidan’s. Those of us who have met her are sure she will be
a great asset. Ruth will be inducted to the pastorate at a service on February 3 in the
afternoon (details later).

COMMUNION

December  2 At Hulme
   16 bringing elements: Joyce

serving: Carol and Jessica
preparing and washing up: Eccle

Jan       6 At Hulme
         20 serving: Margaret and Paulette

preparing and washing up: to be announced

FLOWERS
December  2  Pauline Haughton
          9  Eunice Pattinson
         16  Christmas Decorations
         23 Christmas Decorations
         30  Group Service at Wilbraham St Ninian’s

January   6 Chris Jones
         13 Ted Berisford, in memory of his sisters,
       Marjorie, Mary and Kit
         20 Cislyn Creary
         27  Pauline White

Many thanks to all who have provided flowers during  the year.
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READERS

December  2 Margaret Piper and Jean Hammond
          9 Alistair Cox and Lavassa Blake
         16 Paulette Bailey and June Priestnall
         23 Daniel Seifu and Hilda Anderson,

January   6 Eccle Bourne and Rachel Hockey
         13 Patrick Harris and Gay Cox,
         20 Niall Cooper and Emily Cooper
         27 Carolyn Davis and Nancy Farrell

DATES

Tue Dec  5 7.30-9.00 Last of three Bible Studies:
‘Journeying with God’ at St Mark’s,
Wythenshawe

Sat     15 12.30 Cavendish Singers will perform at t he Henry
Watson Music Library (Carol and Carolyn and Elsie
Purdy are in the choir!)  Christmas refreshments
will be provided.

The Children will be involved in preparations for t he
Christmas play at Wilbraham St Ninian’s on Dec 2
and 9 and in the performance on Dec 16.

Sun     23 Carol Service led by Michael Welford
Tue     25 Christmas Day - All age service at the Am ani

Centre led by Bob Day
Sun     30 Group service led by Bob Day at Wilbraha m St

Ninian’s

Church council may meet in January. Watch this space!

And just to let you know that the Drop-in will clos e for the
Christmas period on Dec 4.  It will re-open on Jan 8.

HAVE A GOOD CHRISTMAS AND A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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WILBRAHAM ST NINIAN’S

It is a good time to acknowledge the debt we owe to the people who work tirelessly
behind the scenes on our behalf, particularly the managers, who make sure the
premises are warm and guarded against damp and cope with the bookings, and
Kath Lacy, our dedicated Church Secretary, who has attended many meetings
during the vacancy. They all deserve a hearty ‘Well done!’

Christmas and New Year services. We look forward to the service led by our
Junior Church on December 16. This year they will be joined by children and
young people from the other Group churches. (Our Junior church contributed to the
One World Week service at Central in October.) We shall again be making gifts to
the Wood Street Mission, but on this occasion we are asked not to bring toys as
their premises are being refurbished and they could not store them. Gifts of money
will of course be welcome, and any small luxury items, such as chocolate.

On January 6 we shall be joining the Methodist churches for their annual Covenant
service at Manley Park. The official website says: ‘Methodists hold an annual
Covenant Service, at which we celebrate all that God has done for us, and affirm
that we give our lives and choices to God.’ It quotes the prayer that is traditionally
used:

I am no longer my own but yours. Put me to what you will, rank me with
whom you will; put me to doing, put me to suffering; let me be employed
for you, or laid aside for you, exalted for you, or brought low for you; let
me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing: I
freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you are
mine and I am yours.

It adds: ‘This affirmation is a serious one that embraces the whole of our life, in all
its parts. Most people find it quite tough to say, and really mean it…. In our culture
we tend to prize our ability to make decisions and choose our own path in life. It
can feel very hard to give that up. But this prayer is like a love poem. It is about
surrendering to God in love and joy.’

The elders and members of Wilbraham St Ninian’s wish everyone in the Group a
very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
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DATES

Sat Dec  1 10.30-12.00 ‘A Foretaste of Christmas’: a  coffee
morning with mince pies, mulled (non-alcoholic)
wine and a Christmas stall, with music by
Duodecimo, at Chorlton Methodist Church

Wed      5 7.30 Joint Elders’ and Deacons’ Social fo r
GSA, WSN and Central at 10 Chandos Road South

Sun     16 10.45 Junior Church lead worship with chi ldren
and young people from the Group

Mon     17 7.30 Elders’ Meeting
Wed     19 8.00–9.30 Café church event (Venue to be

arranged)
Sun     23 10.45 Service of Lessons and Carols
Mon     24 11.30 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion Servic e at

Wilbraham St Ninian’s
Tue     25 10.45 Christmas Morning Service at Centr al
Sun     30 10.45 Joint Group and ecumenical service at

Wilbraham St Ninian’s
Sun Jan  6 10.30 Covenant Service with the Methodist s and

Wilbraham St Ninian’s at Manley Park
Mon     21 7.30 Elders’ Meeting

ROTAS
Reader Flowers

Dec  2 Mandy & Rosa Pearks Flower Fund
     9 Norah McKinlay Marjorie Burton
    16 Audrey Morgan Flower Fund
    23 Kevin Meade Jenny Johnson
    30 Enid Woods Flower Fund

Jan  6 Cathy Morgan At Manley Park
    13 George Morgan
    20 Brian Royle & teenager
    27 Sian & Gwenver(or Rowena)Salmon
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